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sex, I have no doubt that they can do infinitely more than
men against war.......'   'If Europe will drink in the
lesson of non-violence it will do so through its women/
There was much opposition, even from amongst leaders
of the women's movements, to Gandhiji's uncompromising
attitude towards birth-control through contraceptives. His
viewpoint was not due to any lack of sympathy on his part
for the sufferings of women because of frequent child-bear-
ing but because he was essentially their protector and was
ever pointing to them, in particular, the higher way of life.
Moral force and the chastity born of spirituality, were
woman's crowning glory. In plain language he believed
that the only right use of the generative organ is to confine
it solely to generation and that any other use was its
abuse. It was man's, and also woman's supreme duty to
stand for self-control as against self-indulgence and that was
the surest recipe for birth-control. Erahmacharya for
Gandhiji meant mastery of the Science of Life but he always
admitted that it was perhaps the hardest thing for both man
and woman to attain.
He told me once that when he gave the cult of khadi
to India he had in mind the enormous contribution that
women would make through it to India's cause. Spinning
was from time immemorial a special occupation of woman.
'The spinning-wheel was ever the widow's loving com-
panion*. But more than a mere means of livelihood he
looked upon spinning as a duty. This duty had not
lessened because India had attained her political indepen-
dence. Indeed it had increased. For him political inde-
pendence meant nothing if it did not bring in its wake
freedom from poverty, ignorance and disease, freedom from
internecine strife and, above all, moral regeneration. In all
these spheres he expected the largest contribution from
women. The economic and the moral salvation of India
rests mainly with you/ he said in his classic message 'To
the women of India in 1921'. The future of India lies on
your knees for you will nurture the future generation. You
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